
  

 

  

 

   
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

     

     

     

      

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 
 

 
   

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 
 

 
   

     

     

Practice Test – Grade 8 Social Studies Answer Key 

Item 
Number 

Item Type TEKS 
Maximum 
Number of 

Points 
Correct Answer(s) 

1 Multiple Choice 3.18.A 1 B 

2 Multiple Choice 2.25.C 1 D 

3 Multiple Choice 3.19.A 1 D 

4 Hot Spot 2.10.A 1 See Appendix 1.1 

5 Multiple Choice 4.14.B 1 A 

6 Multiple Choice 3.22.B 1 C 

7 Multiple Choice 1.5.D 1 C 

8 Multipart 4.28.A 2 B, D 

9 Multiple Choice 2.23.E 1 D 

10 Multiple Choice 4.12.B 1 B 

11 Drag and Drop 1.1.A 2 See Appendix 1.2 

12 Multiple Choice 2.26.B 1 C 

13 Multiple Select 1.7.D 2 A, D 

14 Multiple Choice 3.15.C 1 C 

15 Multiple Choice 1.5.B 1 B 

16 Multiple Choice 1.6.A 1 A 

17 
Short Constructed 

Response 
3.15.D 2 See Appendix 1.3 

18 Multiple Choice 1.5.A 1 B 

19 Multiple Choice 4.12.C 1 C 

20 Multiple Choice 2.24.B 1 B 

21 Multiple Choice 4.27.A 1 A 

22 Multiple Choice 1.2.B 1 D 

23 Multiple Choice 1.3.A 1 A 

24 Multiple Choice 3.19.B 1 C 

25 Drag and Drop 2.10.B 2 See Appendix 1.4 

26 Multiple Choice 2.24.A 1 A 

27 Multiple Choice 2.23.D 1 D 

28 Multipart 1.9.C 2 A, D 

29 Multiple Choice 1.5.C 1 C 

30 Multiple Choice 1.8.B 1 A 

31 Multiple Choice 1.4.A 1 B 

32 Multiple Select 1.3.C 2 C, D 

33 Multiple Choice 3.21.C 1 A 

34 
Short Constructed 

Response 
2.11.A 2 See Appendix 1.5 

35 Multiple Choice 1.4.D 1 C 

36 Multiple Choice 3.16.B 1 B 



  

 

  

 

     

      

     

     

  

37 Multiple Choice 1.1.B 1 D 

38 Hot Spot 3.17.A 2 See Appendix 1.6 

39 Multiple Choice 4.13.B 1 B 

40 Multiple Choice 1.6.C 1 D 



  

 

  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
  

1.1 

1.2 

Practice Test – Grade 8 Social Studies 
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1.3 

Score 2 points for correct answers that include identification of one of the two principles 
below AND an explanation for that principle’s purpose: 

▪ Identification of checks and balances as the principle being shown 
▪ An explanation of the purpose of this principle: 

▪ Each branch watches over the others to prevent one branch from holding too 
much power. 

▪ Checks and balances restricts the overall power of government and prevents 
tyranny. 

▪ This creates a balance of power within the federal government. 
▪ Identification of separation of powers as the principle being shown 
▪ An explanation of the purpose of this principle: 

▪ This prevents any one branch from holding too much power. 
▪ This provides for checks and balances within government. 
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1.5 

1.6 

Score 2 points for correct answers that include two of the following: 
▪ Provides water for farming 
▪ Floodplain has excellent soil for agriculture 
▪ Provides transportation to bring resources to market (barges, steamboats) 
▪ Provides transportation to bring goods to consumers (barges, steamboats) 
▪ Major port in New Orleans 
▪ Helps with cultural diffusion throughout the country 
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