Special Education Specialist EC-12 (186)

Candidate Certification Testing Requirements

Updated October 2024
Important Dates to Remember
*  Prep Manual available
*  Rep Exam/Interactive Practice Test available

Spring 2025 |
|
| * Last day to take 161 and 163 Exams
|
|

Summer 2025
Aug. 31, 2025
Sept. 2, 2025
Sept. 1, 2026

Frequently Asked Questions “

Exam Launch and Candidate Registration

*  Special Education Specialist EC-12 (186) Exam Launch
* Last day to apply and recommend using 161 and 163

When does this exam launch?

Who should take the new Special Education
Specialist EC-12 (186) exam?

The new Special Education Specialist EC-12 (186) exam is scheduled to launch September
2,2025. The exam framework can be found here.

Candidates seeking an intern, probationary, and/or standard certification in Special
Education EC-12 should take the new 186 exam. Any candidate enrolling starting
September 2025 will take the Special Education Specialist EC-12 (186) exam.

Exam Transition and Program Requirements

When is the deadline for candidates to take
either the current Special Education EC-12

(161) or the Special Education Supplemental

(163) exam?

When is the last day to recommend candidates

using the current Special Education EC-12

(161) or Special Education Supplemental (163)

exam?

Is this a new certification area?

Will programs have to reapply to offer the
Special Education Specialist EC-12
certification?

When will the Preparation Manual for this
exam be available?

When will the Representative and Practice
exams be available?

What can | expect during the introductory
period?

The last day for candidates to take the older 161 Special Education EC-12 or 163 Special
Education Supplemental exam will be August 31, 2025.

The last day to apply and recommend candidates using the current Special Education EC-
12 (161) exam is September 1, 2026.

Yes. The Special Education Specialist EC-12 (186) certificate represents a new certification
area.

Yes. Programs who currently offer the current Special Education EC-12 and/or Special

Education Supplemental certificates will need to meet the following requirements to offer

the new Special Education Specialist EC-12 certificate and approve candidates for the

aligned exam:

e Attend (or view the recording) the Special Education Specialist Framework Overview
and Application Process Webinar and submit the webinar exit ticket, and

e Complete and submit a modified application. There is no application fee for this
application. Please contact your assigned Education Specialist with any questions.

e Arecording of the Framework Overview and Application Process Webinar will be
available no earlier than Spring 2025.

Exam Preparation and Resources

The preparation manual for the new Special Education Specialist (186) exam will be
available Spring 2025.

Both the representative and practice exams will be available Summer 2025.

There will not be an introductory period for this exam. All candidates must meet the
minimum passing standard recommended by the committee. Standard-setting activities
will conclude Fall 2024. Following these activities, the passing standard can be found in the

oncerning Passing Standards for Educator Ce ation

Texas Education Agency


https://tea.texas.gov/texas-educators/certification/educator-testing/tx186-exam-framework-final.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fch151.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CKelly.Torrey%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce74896f2a378494afe0b08dcdbf0c8d0%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638627074413922912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JEyDyuQglZBqR562UUOPzK17r7%2BVfKeJNJvGC6yD0Bk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fch151.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CKelly.Torrey%40tea.texas.gov%7Ce74896f2a378494afe0b08dcdbf0c8d0%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C638627074413922912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JEyDyuQglZBqR562UUOPzK17r7%2BVfKeJNJvGC6yD0Bk%3D&reserved=0
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